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Vision:  “To develop happy, ambitious people who care about others.”
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Code of Conduct / Behaviour Code


Pupils and staff will work together to draw up a clear Code of Conduct (3/4 clear, simple agreements for use in the classroom, corridor and canteen) including sanctions and rewards.


Any suggestions or ideas from parents would be very welcome.  This will ensure clarity, 


consistency and fairness across the 


school.





Curriculum for Excellence


As CfE is officially launched, our aim from Sgoil Araich to S2 is to develop


Responsible Citizens


Effective Contributors


Successful Learners


Confident Individuals


through active learning, pupil involvement, pupil choice and partnership with parents and the community.   This is an exciting and challenging opportunity for all learners and teachers.





The Curriculum


PE – Pupils in primary and secondary will receive additional PE on a Monday, to bring us closer to the Scottish Government’s recommendation  of a minimum of two hours of PE per week.


In the interests of personal hygiene, pupils are asked to bring a t-shirt and shorts / jogging trousers specifically for PE and to change back into normal school wear before returning to class.





Assemblies


Following consultation with staff, it has been agreed that two whole school, pupil-led assemblies will be held each term.   An invitation will be extended to Rev C I Macleod to participate.


This term’s school assemblies will be held at the beginning of September and October.





School Library


Refurbishment and re-instatement of the school library is a priority.   Research shows that pupils who read regularly for enjoyment perform better in school.   To this end, it is hoped to transform the library into an attractive, comfortable space where pupils enjoy reading at breaks and which can be used as a tutorial / meeting venue for classes and community groups.
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Welcome


I’d like to extend a warm welcome to the pupils and staff of the Sgoil Araich, primary and secondary departments of Sgoil a’ Bhac





A special welcome to those who are joining the school for the first time, i.e. the new Sgoil Araich pupils, those in P1 and S1 pupils from Tong and Tolsta.
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New Staff


Joining us at the start of this session are:-


Sgoil Araich


Angie MacMurdo, Playleader


Primary 


Sarah Ann Maclean – Probationary Teacher


Emma MacKenzie - Auxiliary


Secondary


Morag Martin – Gaelic


School Office


Ishbel MacKay (providing secretarial cover until the new school secretary, Maureen MacDonald takes up her post on 16 September 2010)





Health and Safety / Pupil Welfare / Child Protection


This is the top priority.   To this end, the Group Call messaging service will be set up in primary and secondary as soon as possible to alert parents if pupils have not registered in school.   Please ensure the contact number provided to the school is your main / most direct contact.


Parents are asked to telephone the school (Secondary before 8.45 am: Primary before 9.00 am) on the day of absence, or send a note, in advance, for planned absence.


Please be aware that family holidays during term time must be recorded as unauthorised absences.


We are also obliged to notify the Department of Education and Children’s Services if a pupil’s attendance falls below 90%.
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Timetabling


The main changes are:


ICT will no longer be taught as a discrete subject.   Learning outcomes will be planned, taught and assessed across the curriculum.


Pupils will be grouped in specific subjects, according to their CAT scores i.e.


Maths / Science – Quantitative Scores


English / French – Verbal Scores


This will allow pupils to learn at a pace suited to their needs and promote a greater degree of challenge / support.





Pupil Welfare Chats


5-10 minute individual interviews will be carried out towards the end of August.   The aim is to check how pupils are settling in (i.e. coping with school and homework, establishing friendships, involvement in extra-curricular activities) and to monitor behaviour / relationships 











Meeting Pupils’ Needs


The aim is to allow pupils a settling in period of two – three weeks before gathering feedback from staff on any specific needs / difficulties.


Pupils already on the ASN (Additional Support Needs) database, will, of course, be provided for across the curriculum.   A system of weekly DHT / Learning Support liaison meetings will ensure ASN are closely monitored, identified and addressed.





Rich Tasks


S1/S2 will continue to have Rich Tasks on a Thursday afternoon.   


Pupils will be asked what they want to learn e.g. music, sport, 


ICT, outdoor learning, Enterprise / running a business) and, 


as far as possible, their choices will be provided, using 


the expertise of staff or members of the community.   


The aim is to extend their knowledge and skills in areas 


not already covered through the curriculum.
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Curriculum for Excellence


Back School will be closed to pupils on Friday 24 September to allow staff additional planning time for Curriculum for Excellence.








